[Decision making by intercollegiate basketball players].
The results of several studies suggest that in an event incertitude situation, elite athletes can select the appropriate response faster than the novice. There are at least two possibilities to explain such a difference. First, it could be that the elite athlete has more facility to reduce the amount of information he/she is confronted with, that is he/she is able to identify more easily certain sequences and patterns in the play of his/her opponents. Secondly, it is possible that the athlete uses the available information in a different manner. The purpose of this study was to verify the second hypothesis. 10 subjects (5 novices and 4 intercollegiate basketball players) were submitted to a choice time task where the required response was a total body displacement over 2 meters. The results suggest that elite athletes use their knowledge of probability of events in the same way as the novice subjects.